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Prohibition and its 

“irksome red tape” 
 
 
 
 

Congress outlined federal enforcement of Prohibition in The National 
Prohibition Act - known as the Volstead Act. Pharmacies like this one 
were now the only places for average citizens to legally purchase 
alcohol with doctor’s prescription or federal permit.   
 
In order to continue selling alcohol, pharmacies were required to: 

- Apply for a permit to sell products that included alcohol, to be 
renewed annually  

- Provide a security bond 
- Keep a log-book of all prescriptions filled for medicinal alcohol 
- Keep a monthly record of the volume of all products bought or 

sold that included alcohol 
All letters and forms are copied from the archival collection of the 

Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum.  The two amendments are 

courtesy of the Library of Congress. 
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18th Amendment 
On January 17, 1920 the 18th Amendment to the Constitution went into effect. Popularly known 
as “prohibition,” it barred the “manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors.” 
Alcohol could only be purchased for medicinal, scientific, or sacramental purposes.   
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21st Amendment 
While lobbying groups like the Anti-Saloon League hoped the 18th Amendment would 
eliminate excesses of the drinking culture in the United States, others questioned its 
effectiveness and enforcement.  Ultimately the 21st Amendment brought an end to Prohibition.   
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January 17, 1920 - Letter to Mr. C. R. Long 
Written the day Prohibition went into effect, this letter refers to Federal Form 1403, known as a 
Prescription Blank.  Physicians needed to complete this form when they prescribed medicinal 
alcohol to their patients. The Leadbeaters were required to keep a copy of this form and as well 
as include these prescriptions in their monthly reports to the Federal Prohibition Department.  
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July 26, 1920 - Letter from the Office of the Federal Prohibition Director 
The additional regulation of alcohol created layers of paperwork and reporting requirements 
that pharmacists struggled to keep up with. The 1923 American Journal of Pharmacy reflected 
the field’s feelings, describing these new rules as “irksome red tape.”  
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September 2, 1920 - 1421 Form  
Form 1421 required pharmacies to report their use of alcohol and other liquor used in 
manufacturing and compounding on a monthly basis. The Leadbeaters’ usage for August 1920 
included the sale of port wine by prescription and the manufacture of flavoring extracts.  
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October 27, 1920 - Application to Procure Wine for Sacramental Purposes and 
Like Religious Rites 
Exceptions to Prohibition included the use of sacramental wine in religious ceremonies. Christ 
Church and the Virginia Theological Seminary were two of the local church organizations that 
purchased sacramental port wine from the Leadbeaters. Note the use of the port wine for 
“private celebrations with the invalid and sick as needed.” 
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October 2, 1920 - Form Request 
The demand for sacramental wine was apparently greater than the number of forms provided to 
the Leadbeaters, prompting them to request more forms from the National Prohibition Director.  
 

 


